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image, that the last epic poet of the old
order should mix its art with his own
long-descended, irresponsible, happy art.
IV
Allegory and, to a much greater degree,
symbolism are a natural language by
which the soul when entranced, or even in
ordinary sleep, communes with God and
with angels. They can speak of things
which cannot be spoken of in any other
language, but one will always, I think, feel
some sense of unreality when they are used
to describe things which can be described
as well in ordinary words. Dante used
allegory to describe visionary things, and
the first maker of The "Romance of the Rose,
for all his lighter spirits, pretends that his
adventures came, to him in a vision one
May morning; while Bunyan, by his pre-
occupation with heaven and the soul, gives
his simple story a visionary strangeness
and intensity : he believes so little in the
world, that he takes us ,away from all
ordinary standards of probability and
makes us believe even in allegory for a
while. Spenser, on the other hand, to